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Distinguished Service Award 
Sion H Wentworth 


In recognition of your outstanding contributions to the remarkable success of the 379th Bomb Group during World War II. 
Your dedicated service was vital in developing the 379th into the most outstanding Bomb Group in the entire Eighth Air Force, and in 


other Theaters of Operation World Wide. Your 379th comrades are proud to have served 





with you. 





ane Lyle 
Major General U.S.A.F. (Retired) 
Former Commander 
The 379th Bombardment Group (H) 
Headquarters Group...Headquarters Squadron...82nd Service Group 





524th Bombardment Squadron...525th Bombardment Squadron...526th Bombardment Squadron...527th Bombardment yo 2 
Squadron...18th Weather Squadron Detachment...42nd Station Compliment Squadron...203rd Finance Detachment “A”... y By 
248th Medical Dispensary - Aviation (RS)...427th Air Service Group...445th Sub-Depot...667th Air Material Squadron (part of 427th Air Service Group... meee 


853rd Air Engineering Squadron (part of 427th Air Service Group)...881st Chemical Company (Air Operations)...1059th Military Police Company... 
1124th Quartermaster Company Service Group...1173rd Ordnance Supply and Maintenence Group...2096th Engineering Aviation Fire Fighting Platoon 
Presented by the 379th Bomb Group WWII Association 
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ape 379th Bomb Group completed 300 bombing missions over Nazi Europe— 
to which the average layman shrugs his shoulders and says, “so what?” It 
doesn’t sound like much when you say it quick—300 missions—but it has 
taken two years, cost the lives of a lot of damned good men and has meant an average 
working day of 16 hours for the men on the line. 


Two years and 300 missions have brought many and varied changes in the group. 
From a small and obscure bomb group on the salt flats of Utah, it has risen to the top 
brackets of bombing circles in the European Theatre of Operations. It hasn’t been 
easy, this was and still is the toughest theatre of operations in the world and competition 
has been keen. The air war in Europe has become decidedly easier, but it is still a 
dangerous and tedious task to bomb Festung Europa. 


The Eighth Air Force has produced more heroes and has garnered more decorations 
than any other unit in the history of the American Armed Forces. This group has 
produced its share of those heroes—-men like Paul Breeding, Mike Arooth, Bob Fegan, 
Charlie Sans, Sam Battalio, Tom Carruth, Skippy Corwin and Red Wyckle, Bill Jones, 
Cliff Erickson and a host of others. 

Pilots like “ Rip ” Rohr, Bob Kittel, “ Swede” Carlson, Bill Sipes and Mark 
Elliott have led the group to nearly every major target in Germany and the occupied 
countries. ‘‘ Togglin’ Ed” Millson, Joe Glaser, Joe Brown and Paul Crum have 
established a reputation second to none tor bombing accuracy. Formations of 379th 
B-17s have ranged from the beaches of Normandy across Europe to Marienburg. 
St. Nazaire, better known as flak city, Big “ B,” bloody Schweinfurt and the hell that 
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was Oschersleben have been taken in stride. The group has absorbed the Luftwaffe’s 
Sunday punch and proved that it wasn’t enough. 


On the ground the engineering section has consistently led the Eighth Air Force 
in efficiency. Ground crews have nursed planes through non-abortive streaks as 
long as a London theatre queue. ‘‘ Swamp Fire,” ‘‘ The Hellion,” ‘“ Blues in the 
Night,” “ Ragin’ Red,” ‘* Stump Jumper,” “ OP Gappy,” and “ Birmingham Jewel,” 
to name only a few, bear mute testimony to the brilliant record of the 379th ground 
crewmen. 


In April, 1944, this bomb group scored the only “ operational grand slam” in 
the history of the Eighth Air Force, leading all other groups in every phase of heavy 
bombardment. This unprecedented achievement, which was a combination of bombing 
accuracy, greatest number of aircraft over targets, lowest losses, largest bomb tonnage 
dropped and engineering efficiency was attained while the group was commanded by 
Colonel Maurice A. Preston, now a combat wing commander. 


Of the original combat crewmen who participated in the group’s first mission, 
an attack on the sub pens at St. Nazaire, in May, 1943, four took part in the 3ooth. 
They were Jim Edwards, “ Togeglin’ Ed” Millson, “ Gibby ” Gibson and Charlie 
Sans. Two other originals are still on the field, Lt. Colonel Lloyd C. Mason of Ruhr 
Valley, and ‘‘ Panama Hattie” fame, and Paul Pennock who recently returned to the 
group for a second tour of ops. 


Colonel Lewis E. Lyle, our C.O. and one of the Eighth’s outstanding pioneer 
airmen, led the group’s 300th attack. Veteran of more than 65 official missions, he 
was flying combat in the ETO when this group was still on paper ! 


To complete the picture, we have sent some 9,000 aircraft over enemy targets 
and dropped more than 23,300 tons of bombs in 300 missions. There it is, the statistical 
side of the ledger, but the things you and I want to remember are not on paper. A 
crew chief watching a riddled formation return from Schweinfurt and softly murmuring, 
** There ain’t enough planes in that formation ; I wonder if my ship is O.K. ? ”’—the 
day Walter Euwer and his crew went down—the bombardier who after his first mission 
pinned his wings on the crew chief and said, “‘ brother, do you wanna’ swap jobs ? ”— 
a tail gunner whose guns went out on him over Wilhelmshaven, and sitting back in 
the tail he gave a running commentary over the intercom. as to how the raid was 
progressing—mad Mike Roskovitch, the first man to complete a tour of ops in the ETO, 
and who became a legend in the Eighth Air Force before his untimely death on a routine 
flight in Scotland—those are the things we will remember, not statistics. Stories like 
these are the real history of the group, but only when someone has drunk not too wisely 
perhaps but damned well, will many of them be told—in a hundred bull sessions from 
Maine to California. The 379th Bomb Group men and planes—doing a job and doing 


it well. 
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Lt. (jg) and Mrs. James H, Mackie, the former Dorothy Good, 
married recen’ly in San, Francisco, Cal. (DuCharme photo.). 
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With a new war cry of '40 to nothing or fight,’ campus spirit at the University of Oregon is higher this year, and the higher i 
noisier it gets. This outfit is all tuned up for the homecoming rally Friday evening. Gathered around the steam roller are 
Heaner, Eugene; Kathleen Duffy, Bend; Cy Wentworth, Portland, p arade chairman; Genevieve McNiece Portland, and 
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